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Your Body, Your Consent?
Teacher Guidelines

Venue 
xxxxxxxx

Contact info
Name
Role/ job title
mobile number
Email address
Background
Public opinions on the medical use of human tissue have changed considerably since the 1961 Human Tissue Act. This became evident following the response to the organ scandal of the late 1990s when a number of hospitals were found storing human tissues removed during operations or autopsies without the knowledge and consent of patients and relatives. This led to changes in the Human Tissue Act which was published in 2004.
This discussion explores the views of young people on different aspects of the new Human Tissue Act 2004. The new act required that an “informed consent” from patients or families must be sought for the retention of any human tissue outside of that used for diagnosis and treatment of a patient. Hence, the changes to consent within the Human Tissue Act 2004 will be the focus of this discussion.

Time of arrival
Your session will either run from xxxx or xxxxx. Please check your email to confirm what session you are signed up to. Please aim to arrive 15 minutes before your session as the discussion will begin promptly.

Learning Outcomes
· Develop critical awareness and an understanding of health issues
· Gain confidence in taking part in discussions with others about issues involving science and medicine
· Develop an understanding and respect for people with different values and opinions
· Take part in group activities that will develop communication skills and teamwork. Think critically and rationally through different challenges.


Who’s who?
The lead facilitator for the session will be xxxxx, >add information about name, job title etc here<. 
The session will also have facilitators who are pathologists. They will be in charge of the group discussions and they will be present to encourage the students to share and participate.  

Workshop structure
The session will begin with an introduction about The Royal College of Pathologists followed by an interactive lecture on the 2004 Human Tissue Act, pathology and the work of pathologists. 
Students will be split into groups of 6 or 7 and sent with their allocated facilitator(s) to a part of the museum that is related to their topic of discussion. They will be given discussion cards that will help start the discussion. Please be advised that your students will be split up into groups with students from other schools to give them experience in mixing and communicating with people they don’t know.
At this point, teachers will be invited to visit the groups. We would advise you to observe rather than take part in the discussion to ensure that students get the most out of the session. We also recommend that you observe all the groups, so you hear as many of your students, discussion topics and facilitating styles as possible. 
The session will conclude with a plenary session, bringing all groups back together. A spokesperson from each discussion group will give their group’s thoughts on the questions they discussed. This offers students the chance to gain wider perspectives on the Human Tissue Act and medical ethics more widely.

Further Information
“Your Body Your Consent” is an activity we encourage teachers to attempt with their students. The College offer teachers to help run the activity in a classroom via the following links:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Your Body Your Consent
Human Tissue Resource
We would strongly recommend involving pathologists, particularly for the introductory lecture. The Royal College of Pathologists’ public engagement team can help find pathologists in your area – contact them on publicengagement@rcpath.org to find out more.
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The Royal College of Pathologists

Pathology: the science behind the cure
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