[image: New Image]
Your Body, Your Consent?
Xxx date
Xxxxx location
Facilitator Guidelines
Background
Public opinions on the medical use of human tissue have changed considerably since the 1961 Human Tissue Act. This became evident following the response to the organ scandal of the late 1990s when a number of hospitals were found storing human tissues removed during operations or autopsies without the knowledge and consent of patients and relatives. This led to changes in the Human Tissue Act which was published in 2004.
This discussion explores the views of young people on different aspects of the new Human Tissue Act 2004. The new act required that an “informed consent” from patients or families must be sought for the retention of any human tissue outside of that used for diagnosis and treatment of a patient. Hence, the changes to consent within the Human Tissue Act 2004 will be the focus of this discussion.

Schedule
Your time of arrival is xxxxx
Morning session: xxxxxx
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lunch: xxxxxx (A sandwich lunch will be provided for facilitators. Please let us know if you have any dietary requirements – optional)
Afternoon session: xxxxxxxxx

Plan for the day
The workshop coordinator (your/ lead presenter’s name here) will give an introductory talk, including a brief presentation about the Human Tissue Act 2004 and pathology, an explanation of the format of the discussion and an outline of the roles of the students and the facilitators. They will also ask the students to take part in a brief quiz in which the last student standing will win a prize!
The workshop facilitators (i.e. you) will be in charge of the group discussions – your role is to support open discussion, and to encourage the students to share and participate.  

After the group discussions, <lead presenter’s name> will lead a plenary session. 

How to prepare
Please familiarise yourself with the social, ethical and personal controversies that the Human Tissue Act raises as well as your own thoughts about these controversies. This is vital because when you take on the role of the facilitator, you must remain as objective as possible. If you want to read more about it, have a look at these websites:
http://www.hta.gov.uk/
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/30/contents

Groups and Discussion
Students will be placed into groups of 6-7 and each group will have one or two facilitators to encourage discussions. Each team will be given two discussion cards (see the cards on xxxx). These cards cover different themes of consents. They represent different points of views from individuals within the public, pathology/media and will be starting points for your group’s discussion. The discussion cards will be sent to you prior to the day so you can familiarise yourself with the topics. Each group and their facilitator(s) will be dispersed around the venue to an area that is significant to the topic of their discussion. For example, the group with the topic, “How human tissue should be treated?” will have their discussion upstairs by the Alder Hey children’s operating table. (See session plan for more information) 

Rules
The lead facilitator will explain the rules of the discussion. However, you will need to refer to these rules when an inappropriate statement is made or the students are veering away from the topic. This will ensure that the students respect these rules at all times. Some common rules to consider are: 
· Everyone is entitled to an opinion.
· There are no right or wrong answers.
· Listen to each other without interruption.
· Respect everyone’s contribution. 

Being Encouraging
As the facilitator, your role is to encourage the students to share as much as possible and also promote the flow of conversation. Your comments should act as “prompts” to help the students explore the subject and with this in mind, some common strategies can be:
· Considering what is being said and making sure you understand, if not ask them to elaborate.
· Repeating what students have said and asking for everyone’s thoughts on statements.
· Ask open questions, that can’t be answered with no and yes.
· Providing scenarios to views and statements, allowing them a chance to reinterpret their comments.
· Referring back to comments made earlier in the discussion.
· Please do not fear controversial opinions, they can serve as prompters to “think outside the box” and also challenge common perspectives.
Non-contributors
There will be students that will find it hard contributing. This might be because they are intimidated, shy, genuinely dislike public speaking or have lost track of the discussion. They can be encouraged by referring to questions or contributions provided by the rest of the group and asking the quiet ones for their thoughts.

Conclusion
At the end of your group’s discussion, summarise the student’s ideas with them to remind them of their different perspectives on the topic. 
The session will conclude with a group discussion where each group feedback to each other their different perspectives on the Human Tissue Act. (It would be helpful to identify a spokesperson from your group to feedback during this session).

Thank you for volunteering, enjoy facilitating Your Body, Your Consent
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