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Cellular pathology audit template 
	Date of completion 
	(To be inserted when completed)

	Name of lead author/
participants
	(To be inserted)

	Specialty
	Cellular pathology/gynaecological

	Title
	An audit of reporting of endometrial carcinomas on biopsy specimens

	Background
	Typing and grading of endometrial carcinomas on small biopsy specimens (pipelle biopsy, curettage, polypectomy, transcervical resection of endometrium) is crucial in order to determine the need for full surgical staging (lymphadenectomy, omentectomy, etc.) and whether the operation takes place in a cancer unit or cancer centre.

	Aim and objectives
	To audit whether endometrial carcinomas in biopsy specimens are typed and graded. 
It is assumed that cases diagnosed as serous carcinoma, clear cell carcinoma, undifferentiated carcinoma, carcinosarcoma or mixed carcinoma with one of the above components are grade 3 even if this is not stated on the pathology report (it is a matter of choice whether pathologists formally give a grade for these tumour types on the report since they are automatically regarded as grade 3).

	Standards and criteria
	Criteria range: 100%, or if not achieved, it should state on the report why the tumour has not been graded or typed (e.g. too little tissue; problematic case where typing is not considered to be possible or to be problematic). 
Appropriate SNOMED codes should be used in all cases. 

	Method

	Sample selection 

All cases of endometrial carcinoma reported on biopsy specimens (as identified by appropriate SNOMED code search) over a 1 year period should be audited. 
Data to be collected on proforma (see below).

	 
	(To be completed by the author)

The results of this audit show the following % compliance with the standards:

% compliance

Laboratory procedures for test requesting and reporting
The laboratory has a named lead pathologist for each of the main cancers with responsibility for liaising with relevant local committees and clinicians.
Yes/No

There is evidence that the named leads has been agreed with users of the service and MDT teams
Yes/No 

Histopathologists are core members of the multidisciplinary teams, dedicated to the diagnosis and management of patients with specific cancers, and should be involved in auditing this service.

Yes/No

The SNOMED coding system is used to facilitate reliable cancer registration. Either the 1979 or 1993 version of SNOMED can be used

Yes/No

Histopathologists reporting cancers should participate in appropriate EQA schemes.
Yes/No 

Procedures for actions required by the clinician

There is a procedure to ensure that reports issued by the laboratory are read by requesting clinical team

Yes/No
Audit of cases as detailed above to demonstrate compliance with the above standards
All endometrial carcinomas diagnosed on biopsy specimens were typed

%

All endometrial carcinomas diagnosed on biopsy specimens were graded 

%

The report was correctly coded using SNOMED

%

The reporting pathologist is participating in EQA

%

Commentary:


	Conclusion
	(To be completed by the author)



	Recommend-
actions for improvement

Action plan
	Present the result with recommendations, actions and responsibilities for action and a timescale for implementation. Assign a person/s responsible to do the work within a timeframe.

Some suggestions:

· highlight areas of practice that are different

· present findings.

(To be completed by the author – see attached action plan proforma)

	Re-audit date
	(To be completed by the author)

	Reference
	The Royal College of Pathologists. ‘Recommendations of the Working Group on Cancer Services’. www.rcpath.org/clinical-effectiveness/dataset-and-tissue-pathways/recommendations.htm


Data collection proforma for reporting of  
endometrial carcinomas on biopsy specimens
Audit review practice

Patient name:





Hospital number:

Date of birth: 





Consultant/GP:
	
	1

Yes 
	2

No
	3
If no, was there documentation to explain the variance? 
Yes/No plus 
free-text comment
	4
Compliant with guideline based on ‘Yes’ from column 1 or an appropriate explanation from column 3. 
Yes/No

	Audit of reporting of endometrial carcinomas on biopsy specimens

	The carcinoma is typed on the report
	
	
	
	

	The carcinoma is graded on the report
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Audit action plan

An audit of reporting of endometrial carcinomas on biopsy specimens

	Audit recommendation
	Objective
	Action
	Timescale
	Barriers and constraints
	Outcome
	Monitoring
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